The Spatiight. Scappoose/St Helens, Ore, .

REUNITED - (L) Darla Meads and (R) Majal Lee reunited for the first

time in 33 years.

Reunion agency matches
a mother and daughter

By Curtls Waterbury

. of The Spotlight

It would be gnite a strange
feeling 1o come face 1o face with
someone you haven't seen for 33
years, Especially if that person was
your danghter.

Majal Lee, of Scappoose, could
tell you all about it. She was re-
united with her daoghter. Darla
Meade, on Oct. 20 for the first nime
since she put her up for adoption
33 years ago.

"The last time I held her hand
was in the delivery room” said
Majal, an accounting clerk,

She put her application in with
International Soundex Reunion
Registry, 2 match-up company out
of Nevada, about a year and a half
ago. Her daughter, Darla, a house-
wife in Kennewick, Wash., regis-
tered iIn Sepiember, and they were
reunited in Octobet.

After speaking on the telephone
on Oct. 4, they finally met in
person two weeks later.

“The :mual phone call was
pretty intense)” gaid Majal. "But the
meeting felt comfortable because

we bad already spoken to each

other for two weeks.
"You can definitely tell she's my
danghter,” she sald with a lasgh

"Shecanouttalkme solkmw-

we're related ®

Giving up a child for adopuon is
g difficult tusk for anyope, and it's
just about as diffecult to make the
decision to locate that ¢hild many
years later.

"l can't even remember how
long I held onto the clipping with
Soundex's address on it," said
M:, .. "Being a single parent with
two boys 0 take cave of, 1 didn't
think ¥ conld cope with anymore
stressful factors.” .-

Majal waited uwptil her boys,
Bryan, 25, and Gordan, 22, were on
their own before she finally regis-
tered. The last time she saw her

daughter, Darla was hours old.
She was 18-years-old when she

gave Darla up' for adopdon. "1 was
headed for college and 1 wasn't
ready for marriage,” said Meal. "}
dida't want 10 sign the cerificate,
but 1 put my own emotions aside
and decided what was best for the
child "

One obviously hopes rhat the
¢hild ¢ brougbt up n a stable
enviconment, bt what is not always
the case.

Darls's adopive parents  di-

~voreed when she was quite young.

8he did, however, still receive the
loving care from’ hcu' adoptive
father,

"Her father is a blind piano
tuner, and 2 very lovely man," sajd
Majal, "Her stepmother is also very
nice.”

Majal is definitely pleased with
her experience, but recommends
that anyone who wants to locase
children who were given up for
adoption, that they use 4 non-intru-
sive company like Soundex.

"T dow't recommmend surprise

- réumions.” she said "If someone

doesn't want to be conmctad they
have that right. . .

© "T'm - not he: mthbr whet xt
comes down 10 it, ‘we're only
related by birth But hopefully 2
good relationship will come out of
this.”

November is National Adoplxon
Month, and if myme degirez more
information about Soundex, please
comtact “Intermational . Soumdex
Reunion Registry at P.O. Rox, 2312,
Carson City, Nev. 89702, 702862
755, . L
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